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The whale season appears to be shifting with 
Maui sightings down for a third straight year 


By Timothy Hurley 


thurley@staradvertiser.com 


umpback whale 
numbers have 
taken a dive in Feb- 
ruary, historically 
the busiest month 
of year for whales that annu- 
ally breed and give birth in 
Hawaii’s warm waters. 
Researchers at Maui’s Pa- 
cific Whale Foundation on 
Monday reported lower 


ing to earlier or later in the 
year, Stack said, or there 
may be other outside fac- 
tors influencing the Febru- 
ary numbers. 

Meanwhile, the Hawaiian 
Islands Humpback Whale 
National Marine Sanctuary 
reported seeing fewer 
whales in February than in 
January during its first an- 


MAUI WHALE SIGHTINGS IN DECLINE 


PHOTO ILLUSTRATION BY KIP AOKI / KAOKI@STARADVERTISER.COM 


Each year in February, Pacific Whale Foundation volunteers systematically count the 
humpback whales from 12 points along the shore of Maui, the epicenter of the 
wintering grounds of the whales’ North Pacific population. 
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A&B buys 
3 Hawaii 
shopping 
centers 


By Andrew Gomes 


agomes @staradvertiser.com 
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